
 

 

 

 

Helping people with disabilities move toward  

self-sufficiency 

A Sponsorship Proposal for your Consideration 
 

We need your help to maximize opportunities to enhance the lives  

of individuals with developmental disabilities 



Transforming Lives 

#ÏÍÍÏÎ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ  

#Ï-ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ Á 

ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÏÆ  

×ÒÁÐ-ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 

ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔΦ 

Training and support:  

Social and counseling sup-
port services, and skills 
based training that pro-
vides an opportunity to 
earn an income while 
learning and working in 
the community. 

Education: 

Literacy Skills and Job 
Training Programs that 
enhance and improve the 
skills and knowledge re-
quired for full or  
part-time employment. 

Employment:  

Participants gain  
valuable workplace  
experience, engage in com-
mercial activity, and posi-
tively impact the  
local economy while  
fully supported by a job 
coach. 

Since 2000, Common Ground Co-operative (CGC) has 
been creating social enterprise opportunities for 
adults with Autism, Down Syndrome and other  
developmental disabilities.  
 
As an award winning, charitable service organization 
we continue to promote the inclusion of persons with 
developmental disabilities in the workplace, while 
creating exciting self-employment  enterprises in 
both the food service and sanitation  industries. 
 
Participants work together, within community 
throughout the City of Toronto.  These include a  
commercial kitchen that provides wholesale baking 
and catering, three independent Coffee Kiosks and a 
Toy Sanitation company that sanitizes  toys used in  
behavioural therapies.   
 
CGC is empowering the participants by giving them 
ownership, responsibility and decision-making  
authority to run the businesses. Our support helps to 
ensure that their enterprises meet a double bottom 
line of both financial and  social success.  
 
The day-to-day operations of the enterprises are 
made possible with the support of Job Coaches who 
provide an effective learning environment by working 
alongside our clients, allowing them to    develop and 
utilize their  personal and professional skills and 
strengthen the  development of the Enterprises. 
 
Our commitment helps to ensure that some of the 
most vulnerable people in our city are given an op-
portunity to develop financial independence and a 
sense of self-worth. 
 
CGC has been recognized by many associations and 
organizations as an  agency that delivers a unique and 
innovative approach to      services, including; The 
Toronto Foundation’s 2009  Vital Idea Award, 
Queen’s Medal,  City of Toronto Access Award,  
Disabil ity  Day Award, June Callwood Award,   
International Day of Disabilities Unsung Hero Award, 
Ontario Co-op Association Spirit Award, the 2014 
Council for Exceptional Children’s (Chapter 56)  
Business,  Community or Agency Award (awarded to 

our Lemon & Allspice Social Enterprise Program and the 
2014   Council for Exceptional Children’s Ontario Award 
for Business, Community or Agency. 
 
We take great pride in participating in  research  
projects that reflect the social return on investment for 
those we   support, their families and the broader  
community.    As a research partner with both Brock and 
Queen’s Universities, we have been able to show  that 
what we do makes a difference in the lives of many. 
 
Common Ground Co-operative is a member of the Ontario 
Co-operative Association and is an incorporated, social 
co-operative comprised of members who contribute to 
our initiative. Membership gives you the opportunity to 
be involved on committees and as member of the Board 
of Directors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Developmental Disabilities are chronic lim-
itations in intellectual ability, with difficul-
ties in many common daily activities or life 
skills. Causes are often unknown, but could 
have resulted from conditions of pregnancy 
and birth, or they may have genetic causes. 
   

-3ÕÒÒÅÙ 0ÌÁÃÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ 

7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ *ÏÂ #ÏÁÃÈÅÓȟ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ #ÏÍÍÏÎ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ 

#Ï-ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÖÅȟ ÔÈÅ #ÏÆÆÅÅ 3ÈÅÄ ÁÔ 3ÕÒÒÅÙ 0ÌÁÃÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ 

ÅÍÐÌÏÙÓ υϋ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓ  
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Andrew’s Story 
 
Ȱ-Ù ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ !ÎÄÒÅ× ÁÎÄ ) ÈÁÖÅ Á ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢ  ) ×ÏÒË ÁÔ Á #ÏÆÆÅÅ 3ÈÅÄ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ  
ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×Î 4ÏÒÏÎÔÏȢ  
 
-Ù ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÍÙ ÇÏÁÌÓȢ  ) ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÁÃÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ #ÏÆÆÅÅ 3ÈÅÄ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÅØÔÒÁ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÅ ÄÏ 
ÔÈÁÔȢ    
 
) ÔÒÉÅÄ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÔ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÇÒÏÃÅÒÙ ÓÔÏÒÅ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÏÒË ÏÕÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÍÙ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÒ 
ÓÁÉÄ ) ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÆÁÓÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ) ÌÏÖÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÆÆÅÅ 
3ÈÅÄȢ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÏÒËÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÉËÅ ÍÅȠ ÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÊÏÂ ) ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÌÉËÅ ÍÅ ÁÎÄ ) ÆÅÌÔ ÁÌÏÎÅȢ  
 
7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÏÎ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ #Ï-ÏÐȟ ÍÙ *ÏÂ #ÏÁÃÈ ÍÁËÅÓ ÓÕÒÅ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 
ÊÏÂÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÁÎȢ ) ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÍÅ 
ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ÃÏ-×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ) ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÅÌÌ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÆÁÓÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂ 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×Å ÁÒÅ Á ÔÅÁÍȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȱȢ   
 

Programs like Financial Literacy, help  
to build important life skills 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
4Ï ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÁÌÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 
ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÅÎÔÅÒÐÒÉÓÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÓÍÁÌÌ 
ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
×ÉÔÈ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÔÏ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÇÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ 
ÁÎÄ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔȢ 

IMPACT 

#ÏÍÍÏÎ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ #Ï-ÏÐ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ 
ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ 
ÔÈÁÎ υψ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ Á ύτϻ ÇÒÁÄÕȤ
ÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÒÁÔÅ ÁÓ ÄÅȤ
УÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
ÁÎÄ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢ   

More than100 youth with  
disabilities have completed our  
academic and job skills program 
comprised of: 
 

800 hours of life and social skills for 
increased employability including 
 
¶ 100 hours each of numeracy 

and financial literacy training 

¶ 120 hours of job placement 

¶ 40 hours of TTC training 

¶ Food Safety and WHMIS     
 training. 
 

 

OUTCOMES 

57 people with developmental  
disabilities are currently working in 
one or more of 5 enterprises which 
means  they: 
 

¶ have a say in the way their 
work place is organized and 
operated 

¶ interact with customers who  
 appreciate their work and 
 product 
 

¶ learn the pride of ownership 
while working cooperatively 

¶ recognize that their hard 
work leads to business  

 expansion and long-term  
 employment contribute to the 
 life of the community 
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Ȱ) ÈÁÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÊÏÂÓ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÆÁÓÔÅÒ ÏÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÓËÅÄ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ ÔÏ ÍÙ  

×ÏÒËÌÏÁÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÆÅÌÌ ÁÐÁÒÔȠ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÏËÅÒÙȟ ) ÆÅÅÌ ÌÉËÅ ) УÉÔ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÉÎȱ 

                                                                                                                           -"ÅÔÈȟ ,ÅÍÏÎǪ !ÌÌÓÐÉÃÅ #ÏÏËÅÒÙ  

Corporate and Personal Donor Opportunities 

Corporate Bridge Builder  

0ÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÏ #ÏÍÍÏÎ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÓÔÅÒ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȢ 
4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÔÏÕÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÁÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ -ÅÅÔ 
×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÈÏ× ×Å ÃÁÎ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÍÁÎÄÁÔÅ ȟ ÁÎÄ 
×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÁÃÔȢ  
 

Personal Donor 

%ÖÅÒÙ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÔÏ #ÏÍÍÏÎ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ #Ï-ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÇÏÅÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ 
ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ *ÏÂ #ÏÁÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ×ÒÁÐ-ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȟ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȤ
ÓÈÉÐȟ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ Ȣ 

 

Fundraising Event Sponsorships 

%ÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÏÖÅÒ υττ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÂÏ×Ì-Á-ÔÈÏÎ ÆÕÎÄ ÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ 
ÁÒÅ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÁÙÓ ÆÏÒ ÂÏÔÈ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÄÏÎÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ 
ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȢ  
 
 

 

 

 

3A Banigan Drive 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4H 1G3 

416-421-7117 

Info@commongroundco-op.ca 

www.commongroundco-op.ca 

Charitable Registration No. 88401 6411 RR0001 

Contact us to discuss these opportunities or donate online  
Visit our website at  

www.commongroundco-op.ca 


